New addition to AP program makes the grade
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The Business Department’s Administrative Professional (AP) Certificate is a cornerstone program that continues to attract full enrollments and deliver outstanding grads who are quickly snapped up by Calgary and area employers.

Program Coordinator Catherine Bruce works closely with the Calgary business community to ensure that the program curriculum matches their requirements.  So it was no surprise last Fall when the Introduction to Petroleum course was launched as part of the AP curriculum to keep step with demands of the energy sector and some of Calgary’s biggest employers.



Instructor Carmen Goss (back row, left) ensures her AP Certificate students studying at North Campus are learning the ins and outs of the oil and gas industry along with fundamental skills required to be an administrative professional. 

“The Introduction to Petroleum course adds a new dimension to a proven program and makes it even more attractive to both students and employers,” says Catherine.

“It is the final piece that clearly defines our program as a serious contributor to the Calgary and area industries driven by Alberta’s natural resources. We are so pleased with the knowledge, conviction and credibility that Instructor Carmen Goss brings to the classroom,” she adds.

Carmen is an industry professional and Vice-President of Prominent Personnel, an oil and gas search company.

“The petroleum Industry is predominant in Calgary and our students are fortunate to have exposure to this vital and vibrant sector,” says Carmen. “We are delighted to provide new opportunities for our students, while supporting the demands for talent in the petroleum industry in Calgary—truly a win-win for all!”

Imperial Oil Limited (IOL) took notice in October 2009 and contacted BVC requesting the opportunity to make a formal presentation to the AP class, which sparked an immediate buzz with students. Following the presentation, 15 students applied to be considered for practicums with IOL.

Three students ended up completing practicums there in May 2010, including Elena Sosna, who is now employed with IOL.

“Introduction to Petroleum gives you more than just the basic knowledge about this industry.  I found it extremely helpful in my practicum and now my contract position with Imperial Oil,” says Elena.

TransCanada PipeLines, Shell, Encana and AltaGas, as well as other oil and gas service companies, continue to seek AP students for practicum placements.

